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Timber Stand Improvement Treatment 

Chesapeake Marshlands National Wildlife Refuge Complex 

Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge 

 

 

Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), part of the Chesapeake Marshlands NWR 

Complex began carrying out a Timber Stand Improvement (TSI) treatment on July 25, 2012.  

This project is part of the forest management plan that was written into the 2006 Comprehensive 

Conservation Plan (CCP).  The treatment is located approximately four miles southeast of State 

Highway 16 on Smithville Road within the Goose Dam tract of Area S.  The treatment area 

consists of two stands totaling approximately 40 acres consisting mainly of loblolly pine with 

some mixed hardwoods.   

 

The TSI will improve the overall forest health and habitat for forest interior dwelling songbirds, 

Delmarva Peninsula fox squirrel and other wildlife. Removing individual trees, releasing 

primarily oak hardwoods, the treatment will also improve species composition from pure pine 

stands to mixed pine hardwood.  Single tree selection and one to two acre patch cuts will be used 

to accomplish these improvements.   

 

Currently these stands are not providing the diversity of habitats that are necessary for a host of 

forest interior dwelling songbirds.  Forest birds use a diversity of habitat conditions such as 

dense ground cover, mid-story canopy and the crowns of the tallest trees.   

 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and 

enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American 

people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our 

scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and 

commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it 

happen, visit www.fws.gov. 

 

 

XXX 
 

mailto:fw5rw_BWNWR@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/

